the Royal Berks Hospital. It was a novel sight, and the population turned out to witness it, and willingly contributed to the collecting-boxes and bags which were held out. After marching round the town the procession divided, half attending a church service, and the other half attending a meeting in the Town Hall. The rules for nurses are as follows :
1.?Nurses who remain in a situation to which they have been recommended by the Association, and in which they give satisfaction to the authorities of the infirmary, will receive a gratuity for a second year in a situation ?1 10s., for the third and every following year ?2, for a year's service in a new situation ?1.
2.?The medal of the Association will be given at the end of two years' good service. The gratuity and medal will be given at the annual meeting of the nurses in the month of May of each year.
3.?Nurses are required to give notice to the hon. secretary of any intention of leaving a situation, and they will be required to return the medal, if for any cause they give up their connexion with the Association.
4.?It is hoped and expected that every'nurse will make some provision for the future by placing a sum quarterly in the Post Office Savings Bank.
It will be seen from these rules that one great trouble is to persuade nurses to remain steadily at their posts till early difficulties are overcome. It really needs a self-sacrificing spirit to take up the work formerly done?or left undone?by an incompetent pauper, and to reduce all to method and cleanliness. There is often a lack of the simplest appliances of nursing, such as thermometers, bandages, &c., and one nurse who asked to be allowed a screen was regarded in astonishment as a creature of the most absurd super-refinement. Paupers are not supposed to have any feelings which should be respected, nor trained nurses to have any modesty. Then the nurse will often find her room small and dark, and find also that she is expected to cook her dinner in the one room which acts as both bed-room and sitting-room. Visitors to workhouse infirmaries are also rare ; the guardians seldom encourage them, and the nurse finds that often a week goes by without an opportunity offering to exchange a few sentences with a single person of her own station. All these troubles pass with time if the nurse only exercise sufficient patience and tact, but it is very evident that only a noble and devoted woman is equal to the task of first occupying the position of trained nurse in an out-of-the-way workhouse where a pauper inmate preceded her. I remember going to see an infirmary in the Midlands with the labour-mistress of the workhouse.
She led me to the detached building set aside for the sick, and, entering a lobby, unlocked a door on the right hand. We entered a long ward containing twenty beds, half of which were occupied by women. Two women, one nursing a baby only a fortnight old, were sitting by the fire. The IDacancies,
